
On June 8, 2020, 
Rainbows United 
celebrated its 48th 
Birthday. We took 
time out during this 
challenging time to 
celebrate the history of 
Rainbows. As many of 

you know, Rainbows was started in 1972 by 
Linda Weir Enegren, a young Wichita State 
University graduate who had a passion for 
helping children with disabilities. Linda 
started Rainbows with 5 children and a set 
of committed volunteers in the basement of 
her church, Pleasant Valley UMC.  Linda had 
a strong belief that communities needed to 
support families so that their children with 
disabilities did not have to be sent away to 
live in a state institution for the rest of their 
lives. She really challenged hard and fast 
beliefs that there was any other way.

Here we are 48 
years later annually 
serving more than 
3,800 children, 
birth to 21 years 
with special needs, 
and their families. 
Services offered 
have grown from 
one program to eleven and now cover both 
Sedgwick and Butler Counties. 

While there have been some tested times 
throughout Rainbows’ history, Rainbows has 
succeeded because of the strong belief that 
these services are needed in our community 
and the commitment of donors like you 
who continue to support Rainbows in 
providing those services.

Thank you to our valued donors, our 
dedicated Board of Directors, talented 
staff, and the amazing families and their 

children whom we 
have the privilege of 
serving each day. It 
is because of these 
current individuals 
and those in the past 
that Rainbows United 
is able to celebrate 
48 years of providing 
quality services.

Happy Birthday Rainbows!

Deb Voth, President

Hunter likes baseball, trampoline parks, 
YouTube and watching medical shows. He 
is 11 years old, funny, social and remembers 
dates, times and anything he reads. When 
school was closed, his mother Heather was 
stressed about finding care for him, since he 
can’t stay home alone due to his autism.

Their world changed even more, when 
Heather’s job as a nurse increased to 
full-time, as a result of the pandemic 
coronavirus. “It was really stressful 
figuring out what to do, but Rainbows was 
a lifesaver,” said Heather. “Hunter received 
center-based services at Rainbows and 
when those services changed to in-home 
care, Rainbows sent someone to our home 
to keep Hunter safe and happy.”

Hunter attended after- school Latch-Key 
and is enjoying in-home Summer Services 
through Rainbows’  Woodchuck 
Adventure. 

He and his mom were familiar with the 
Rainbows’ staff that come to his home 
because of the center-based services they 
were receiving.
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Essential In-home Care
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2020 Board of Directors
 

Chair Janeen Hughes, INTRUST Wealth
Chair Elect Jim Walters, Community Volunteer

 Secretary Lisa Farris, Community Volunteer
Treasurer Gail Johnson, INTRUST Bank

Vera Bothner, Bothner & Bradley, Inc.
Steve Cox, Cox Machine

Sue Doonan, Community Volunteer
Sherii Farmer, Evergy 

Stephanie Galichia, Community Volunteer
Pat Gearhart, Simmons Bank

Julie Gentile, Community Volunteer
Coleen Jennison, Cox Communications
Michelle Lohmeier, Spirit AeroSystems
Pete McKernan, Community Volunteer

Meredith Olson, Koch Industries
Gary Proffitt, Community Volunteer
Hale Ritchie, Community Volunteer

Rainbows United Charitable Foundation 
Board of Directors

Chair Steve Cox, Cox Machine 
Vice Chair Helen Healy, Community Volunteer

Secretary Stephanie Galichia, Comm. Volunteer
Treasurer Janeen Hughes, INTRUST Wealth
Patricia O’Sullivan, Wichita State University

Hale Ritchie, Community Volunteer
Steve Yager, Kirby Yager Financial 

Safety for Rainbows’ staff, children and 
families is always a primary focus, and 
especially now during COVID-19. Our goal 
is to have a minimum of two cloth masks 
available for every Rainbows’ employee, 
one to wear and one to wash.  We’ve given 
masks to those currently working directly 
with children or adults, including our Direct 
Support Providers (DSPs) going into homes 
and our staff who are working in the Kids’ 
Point and Kids’ Cove facilities.  As more staff 
return to working in homes, in centers, or in 
our offices, these masks will continue to be 
distributed.

Cloth face masks have been donated by a 
variety of organizations and individuals.  

We have received approximately 550 
adult-sized masks and an additional 60 
child-sized masks.  A huge thank-you is due 
to those who have donated and to Melani 
Kliewer, our Volunteer Coordinator who has 
managed all of these donations!  

Protect ICT, Mask Bella Bonita Designs, X 
GoCreate Collaboration, River City Kids 
4H, a woman staying at home while she 
recovers from a stroke, a resident of Manor 
of the Plains, members of El Dorado Senior 
Center, and several people who work 
full-time jobs and then sew masks in the 
evening are among the many groups and 
individuals who have generously donated 
masks to keep our staff, children and 
families safe.

 

Volunteers provide Personal Protective Equipment for Staff

When Rainbows’ Board Member Gail 
Johnson invited Susayn Brandes, President 
of Great Plains Ventures for a tour of 
Kids’ Point, she thought she knew about 
the agency. What she found out was so 
much more. “Rainbows does a remarkable 
job of working with kids of all ages and 
abilities as well as supporting the needs of 
parents,” said Susayn. “Learning more really 
impressed me.”

Susayn is a proponent of education for 
everyone and understands education can 
greatly enhance a person’s quality of life. 
Great Plains Ventures invests in charities 
supporting children, education and 
strengthening families.

“This year I was invited to read to a Rain-
bows’ classroom at Kids’ Point on “Dr. Seuss 
Day.”  It was so much fun, I hope I get asked 
to do it again,” said Susayn.

Susayn has 3 children and 3 grandchildren, 
Rae and Jojo in Texas and Ping here in 
Wichita. She enjoys having her 
granddaughter, Ping, in the office with her 3 
days a week.

Donor Profile: Susayn Brandes

Agency Wishlist Top 5

Rainbows welcomes donations at anytime.
Our Top 5 most needed items are:

   
   1.    Board books for infants and  
          toddlers
   2.    Acrylic paint
   3.    Board games/Floor puzzles
   4.    Noise canceling headphones
   5.    Small zip closure plastic bags

Donation drop off can be coordinated in 
advance with any Rainbows’ location.

For a full list of needed items visit 
RainbowsUnited.org/wishlist.

Susayn gives a puppet show to her 
granddaughter, Ping, during pandemic.


