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According to the 
Independent 
Sector in 2018, 
the new value of 
volunteer time is 
estimated to be 
$24.69 per hour. 
In Fiscal Year 2018 
Rainbows had 481 
volunteers who 

provided 7,987 volunteer hours. That 
means volunteers provided us more 
than $197,000 hours of in-kind services. 
That is huge for a not-for-profit 
organization. At Rainbows, we depend 
a great deal on volunteers. 

We have a Board of Directors made up 
of 21 volunteers from our community. 
We have volunteers who bring groups 
of 50, 60, even 100 volunteers to 
take on larger tasks such as painting, 
mulching, trimming trees, even washing 
toys. We have many single individuals 
who volunteer on their own to read 
stories to the children, play games, file 
paperwork, etc.   
The United Way of the Plains Volunteer 
Center helps organizations find the 
right volunteers for any project. It is 
also a way for interested volunteers 
to match their interests with the right 
agencies. This service is invaluable to 
Rainbows.  
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We have numerous Boy Scouts 
who are working on their Eagle 
Scout Service Projects. This part of 
the Boy Scout program provides 
an opportunity for each Scout 
to demonstrate leadership while 
performing a project that will be 
beneficial to his community. We have 
had Boy Scouts design, plan, and 
make wooden benches for our outside 
areas. We have had Boy Scouts secure 
and plant 20 plus trees. We have 
also had Scouts who took on a large 
landscape plan of mulching, planting 
flowers, weeding, and general  
clean-up.   
As you can see, Rainbows is able 
to stretch the funding we receive 
by using volunteers. We greatly 
appreciate the time, energy, and work 
each volunteer gives to Rainbows. 

In the words of Albert Einstein 
“Not everything that counts can be 
counted. And not everything that can 
be counted, counts.”

  

Deb Voth, President

Letter from the President

The 
Canvas

The Women of Wichita awarded 
Rainbows a grant in support of our 
Autism Services program. Funds 
will be used to train and certify staff, 
allowing Rainbows to reduce the 
wait list for families needing services. 
“Learning my child had autism was a 
terrifying experience and I was afraid 
of the challenge of figuring out what 
Marshall might need. Being able to sit 
down with someone from Rainbows 
who specializes in the development of 
children and talk about my son was so 
comforting to me. I’m so thankful for 
Rainbows,” said mom of Marshall.  

Grant funds will help build Rainbows’ 
capacity to help local children with 
autism learn life skills, increasing 
their social communication and 
independence. Thank you Women of 
Wichita for investing in Rainbows! 

Women of Wichita
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“As long as I can remember, I’ve 
held a soft spot in my heart for 
individuals with special needs,” said 
Rainbows’ Volunteer Rob Ralston. 
Prior to moving to Wichita with Merril 
Lynch Wealth, Rob was involved with 
a special ministry at his church in 
Kansas City. “My experience with this 
ministry unequivocally changed my 
life,” he said. “Like many volunteers, I 
initially thought I was doing just that—
volunteering. The reality was vastly 
different. I found that working with 
the children and adults in that ministry 
brought me all the joy and fulfillment 
that I thought would simply be a one-
way street.” 

“Currently, I spend an hour a month 
volunteering in either a classroom or 
one-on-one with certain students,” 
said Rob. “The children I work with 
are amazing kids and make it easy to 
enjoy the time I spend with them. In 

A Volunteer’s Perspective: Rob Ralston

short, it’s about the relationships that 
are built. I begin recognizing faces, 
remember students’ names and 
being recognized by the students.” 

“The kids that see Mr. Rob every 
month really enjoy his story times,” 
said Annabel Bentley, Lead Teacher 
in Room 6. “He is able to connect 
with the kids through the stories he 
reads. They love the questions and 
interaction he gives them during their 
time with him.”

You Can Help Families Thrive
Anya has an active social life, a shopping 
addiction, a large smile and a teenager’s 
petulant attitude.   
While that may sound like a teenager you know, 
Anya has been through multiple hospital stays 
and several surgeries. She is tube fed, non-
verbal and many people have spent a lot of time 
keeping her alive. 

Anya was pre-mature at 27 weeks, weighing 1 
pound 10.2 ounces. “I was a young mom of 23 
and we were both sick when my daughter was 
born,” said Natalie. “I don’t know where we 

would be without Rainbows. They’ve given her a community, apart from home, 
where she is empowered, has confidence, and is herself.”

Natalie remembers, in the early days of Anya’s life, summoning her courage to 
ask a Rainbows’ therapist if her daughter would ever walk and getting a realistic, 
yet encouraging answer,     
“Yes, she will walk, but maybe not in the way you are thinking.” This was a 
life changing moment for Natalie. She still thinks about that day when making 
decisions about Anya’s future.  
“I am Anya’s voice and advocate. I know it means so much for her to be mobile 
and walk on her own,” says Natalie, who is thinking about Anya’s future transition 
into adult services.  
You can help Rainbows provide vital therapies and life giving respite services so 
families can be the family they want to be.  
Donate today at RainbowsUnited.org/annualcampaign. 

2019 Board of Directors
 

Chair Janeen Hughes, INTRUST Wealth
Immediate Past Chair Gail Johnson, INTRUST Bank

Treasurer Jeff Jabara, Community Volunteer 
Secretary Lisa Farris, Community Volunteer

Vera Bothner, Bothner & Bradley, Inc.
Steve Cox, Cox Machine

John DeCesaro, Fidelity Bank
Sue Doonan, Community Volunteer

Sherii Farmer, Westar Energy 
Stephanie Galichia, Community Volunteer

Pat Gearhart, Simmons Bank
Julie Gentile, Community Volunteer

Coleen Jennison, Cox Communications
Michelle Lohmeier, Spirit AeroSystems
Pete McKernan, Community Volunteer

Meredith Olson, Koch Industries
Gary Proffitt, Community Volunteer
Hale Ritchie, Community Volunteer

Grant Stannard, Stannard Construction
Jim Walters, Community Volunteer

Dr. Josh Umbehr, Atlas MD

Rainbows United Charitable Foundation 
Board of Directors

Chair Steve Cox, Cox Machine 
Past Chair Grant Stannard, Stannard Const.

Vice Chair Helen Healy, Community Volunteer
Secretary Stephanie Galichia, Comm. Volunteer

Treasurer Janeen Hughes, INTRUST Wealth
Patricia O’Sullivan, Wichita State University

Hale Ritchie, Community Volunteer
Steve Yager, Kirby Yager Financial

 

The 44th Blarney Breakfast raised the 
second highest net proceeds in the 

event’s longtime history with a total of 
$54,500. Thank you to our amazing 

community, partners and sponsors for 
bringing all the luck and fun!

Blarney Breakfast


