
In this time of year 
between Thanksgiving 
and Christmas, many 
of us feel like we are 
running trying to keep 
up with what has to 
get done at work, with 
family, in preparing for 
the holidays and trying 

to find the right gifts. I am making one list after 
another to keep track of my tasks. One of the 
lists is more important than the others, though. 
It is a Gratitude List. I do think it is important to 
take time to be grateful for people and things 
in our lives rather than what we do not have 
or think we need. 

So here is my Gratitude List:
1) Grateful for working in a field that I am 
passionate about, doing work that matters, 
and providing me a meaningful career.
2) Grateful for my family who brings me much 
joy and reflection on our lives.
3) Grateful for families who trust Rainbows 
in serving their children - most of the time in 
their own homes.
4) Grateful for a staff of skilled individuals who 
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are committed to the services they provide.
5) Grateful for volunteers who give of their 
time and resources to support Rainbows’ 
Mission. In FY 2018, 7,987 hours were given!
6)  Grateful for staff who volunteer. At many 
of our events, almost half of the volunteers 
are staff.
7) Grateful for an engaged Board of Directors 
whose generosity and service amaze me 
every day.
8) Grateful for a community who is mindful 
of the needs of so many and collectively 
wants to create opportunities for those 
who are left out.
9)  Grateful  for the many donors’ 
philanthropic spirit that has kept Rainbows’ 
Mission alive for more than 46 years and 
counting.
10) Grateful for the grace and acceptance 
of others who embrace each individual as 
a valuable gift. 

Deb Voth, President

Letter from the President

Rainbows’ first  
Major Gifts Officer
A seasoned fundraiser with many years 
of development experience, Katie is 
Rainbows’  first  Major Gifts Officer. In her 
role, she is responsible for developing 
relationships with donors and helping 
advance Rainbows’ fundraising efforts.  

She is a Certified Fundraising Executive 
and a Personal Donor Development 
Coach. A member of the Association 
of Fundraising Professional since 
2011, she is also a member of Junior 
League and Young Life committees. 
A graduate of Converse College in 
Spartanburg, South Carolina with 
degrees in English and Politics, she 
is also a University of Tennessee 
Social Enterprise program alumni. 

“I believe strongly in Rainbows’ mission 
and feel honored to be sharing the 
good things that happen through 
services for children and families in the 
local community,” said Katie.

In her spare time, she likes to run and 
volunteer in the community. Katie is 
married to Brad and they have 3 boys.

Pictured above: Katie Fitch with her family. 

The 3rd Annual Mort’s Martini and Cigar Bar 
Golf Tournament, benefiting Connecting Point, 
raised $23,500 to support developmental 
screenings for young children. 

Connecting Point is a project of Sedgwick 
County Early Childhood Coordinating Council. 
The professionals at Connecting Point provide 
information and referrals for young children, 
answer questions and share schedules for 
monthly developmental screening clinics. 

To schedule a free developmental screening for  
a young child, call 316.267.3535.

Pictured above: Deb Voth, Emma Russell, Cayla and 
Brent Wasson.

Mort’s Martini and Cigar Bar Golf Tournament



Fashion Passion 2018: Because Helping Children is Always In

Stephanie Johnson with her parents Shirley and 
Gordon Johnson, Rainbows’ Facilities Coordinator.

Stephanie Johnson has grown up with a 
passion for Rainbows.  The daughter of 
Shirley and Gordon Johnson, Rainbows’ 
Facilities Coordinator, Stephanie has spent 
many hours listening to her father’s stories 
and learning to love the Rainbows’ mission. 

While in college, Stephanie worked at 
Rainbows and now, pursuing her career 

in radiology services, she still volunteers her 
time.  Stephanie combines her passion for 
Rainbows with her talent for photography.  
Seeing the kids go down the runway and 
capturing their expressions on film was her 
favorite part of Fashion Passion 2018.  This was 
her third year volunteering at Fashion Passion.  
She has also photographed the Annual Peter 
Hampel Luau and other Rainbows’ events. 

When she’s not working or volunteering 
at Rainbows, Stephanie is a traveler.  She’s 
been to thirteen of the United States, the 
Netherlands and Spain. Her photographs 
show the character of the places she’s been.  
“Charleston has so much history and the 
beginnings of our country all around it.  The 
Pacific Northwest is full of beautiful nature 
and amazing things to see,” said Stephanie.  
“I’m hoping one day to visit other amazing 
places around the world.”
 
Thank you Stephanie.  Your creative eye and 
dedication make every photo special.

Get connected to more at RainbowsUnited.org  |  Facebook  |  Twitter | LinkedIn | YouTube |  Instagram

2018
Board of Directors

Chair Gail Johnson, INTRUST Bank
Chair-Elect Janeen Hughes, INTRUST Wealth
Treasurer Jeff Jabara, Community Volunteer 
Secretary Lisa Farris, Community Volunteer

Vera Bothner, Bothner & Bradley, Inc.
Steve Cox, Cox Machine

John DeCesaro, Fidelity Bank
Sue Doonan, Community Volunteer

Stephanie Galichia, Community Volunteer
Pat Gearhart, Simmons Bank

Julie Gentile, Community Volunteer
Coleen Jennison, Cox Communications
Michelle Lohmeier, Spirit Aerosystems
Pete McKernan, Community Volunteer

Meredith Olson, Koch Industries
Gary Proffitt, Community Volunteer
Hale Ritchie, Community Volunteer

Daniel Sabol, Bank of America
Grant Stannard, Stannard Construction

Jim Walters, Textron Aviation
Dr. Josh Umbehr, Atlas MD

Rainbows United Charitable Foundation 
Board of Directors

Chair Steve Cox, Cox Machine 
Past Chair Grant Stannard, Stannard Const.

Vice Chair Helen Healy, Community Volunteer
Secretary Stephanie Galichia, Comm. Volunteer

Treasurer Janeen Hughes, INTRUST Wealth
Patricia O’Sullivan, Wichita State University

Hale Ritchie, Community Volunteer
Steve Yager, Kirby Yager Financial

Volunteer Profile: Stephanie Johnson

This year’s sold out Fashion Passion 
raised $445,000 in net proceeds for 
children with special needs served 
through Rainbows. Fashion Passion, a 
Rainbows United Friends of the Heart 
event, entertained a packed house of 
more than 600 guests with a runway 
show and auction at Textron Aviation 
Activity Center on November 16.


