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June 4 marked 
the first day for 
the 2018 Camp 
Woodchuck 
summer 
recreational 
and leisure day 
program. I am 
not sure staff 
would use the 

word leisure to describe the work that 
is needed to put on a successful Camp. 
Much preparation takes place beginning 
in January each year to be ready to 
serve more than 100 children and youth 
with disabilities between the ages of 5 
and 21 years. It is a wild yet exciting 9 
weeks as the Campers come together 
to play, socialize, go on group outings, 
participate in activities to help the 
community, and bring joy to so many 
who have the opportunity to see Camp 
in action. 

Camp Woodchuck takes place at 
Rainbows’ Kids’ Cove location at 2258 N. 
Lakeway Circle in west Wichita. Services 
that are provided include transportation 
to numerous community outings, meals, 
individual attention, and medication 
assistance as many of our Campers 
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require this support. We hire an 
additional 50 staff in the summer to 
work at Camp each year. 
This would not be possible without 
the monetary support of many. 
Funders for Camp Woodchuck 
include United Way of the Plains, 
Sedgwick County Developmental 
Disability Organization, Beach Family 
Foundation, C.J. Memorial Golf 
Tournament, Gutru Endowment 
at University Congregational 
Church, Downtown Wichita Kiwanis 
Foundation, and WSU AmeriCorps 
VISTA Program. That is an impressive 
list of generous individuals and 
organizations. My sincere thanks 
to all who contribute to making 
Camp Woodchuck a successful and 
memorable experience for all involved.

In the words of Coretta Scott King 
“The greatness of a community 
is most accurately measured by 
the compassionate actions of its 
members”. 

Have a fun filled and safe summer. 

Deb Voth, President

Did you know that hearing loss is the 
most common condition affecting 
newborns, with one to three infants 
in every 1,000 born with hearing loss?  
Early identification and intervention 
is a child’s best chance to overcome 
developmental delays, learn language, 
and enhance reading ability. 

Rainbows’ Audiology Support Services 
screens about 1,800 children per year 
for hearing and identifies 200 whose 

screening results show a need for further 
testing by an audiologist.  Thanks to a 
grant from Ronald McDonald House 
Charities, Rainbows will purchase an  
Ero-Scan machine.  This machine 
is portable, allowing Rainbows’ 
audiologists to screen for hearing in 
the family home and determine what 
interventions are necessary.    
Thank you Ronald McDonald House 
Charities for your generous support.

Ronald McDonald House Charities

Enterprise Rent-A-Car 
Volunteer Interns

Seventeen hardworking volunteers 
from Enterprise Rent-A-Car braved 
the June heat to help Rainbows by 
staining the fence and painting the 
playground shed at our Kids’ Cove 
location.  
 
These interns from Kansas, Missouri 
and Arkansas brought enthusiasm, 
teamwork and lots of sweat to make 
the backyard area brighter and safer 
for our children.  

The day ended with a priceless 
moment: the children joining the 
volunteers to thank them for their 
hard work. Joy filled the playground.

Thank you Enterprise Rent-A-Car!
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Mark you calendars  
and join us at  

Camp Woodchuck: 
  Fashion Show  

June 29, 10 a.m.  

Talent Show 
July 12, 10 a.m.   

Art Show  
July 19, 2 p.m.  

Wichita Hero Project Launches

2018
Board of Directors

Chair Gail Johnson, INTRUST Bank
Chair-Elect Janeen Hughes, Emprise Bank

Treasurer Jeff Jabara, Community Volunteer 
Secretary Lisa Farris, Community Volunteer

Vera Bothner, Bothner & Bradley, Inc.
Steve Cox, Cox Machine

John DeCesaro, Fidelity Bank
Sue Doonan, Community Volunteer

Stephanie Galichia, Community Volunteer
Pat Gearhart, Bank SNB

Julie Gentile, Community Volunteer
Coleen Jennison, Cox Communications
Michelle Lohmeier, Spirit AeroSystems
Pete McKernan, Community Volunteer

Meredith Olson, Koch Industries
Gary Proffitt, Community Volunteer
Hale Ritchie, Community Volunteer

Daniel Sabol, Bank of America
Grant Stannard, Stannard Construction

Dr. Josh Umbehr, Atlas MD 
Jim Walters, Textron Aviation

Rainbows United Charitable Foundation 
Board of Directors

Chair Steve Cox, Cox Machine 
Past Chair Grant Stannard, Stannard Const.

Vice Chair Helen Healy, Community Volunteer
Secretary Stephanie Galichia, Comm. Volunteer

Treasurer Janeen Hughes, Emprise Bank
Patricia O’Sullivan, Wichita State University

Hale Ritchie, Community Volunteer
Steve Yager, Kirby Yager Financial

Pictured (left to right): Andrew Claycomb, Michelle 
Eastman, Meghan Polk, Jake Ramstack, Hayley Lunn, 
and Justin McClure.  

Thanks to a talented and determined 
group of local friends, Rainbows’ youth 
with special needs now star as super 
heroes in a short film produced by the 
team at Justin McClure Creative. 

The film premiered Friday, June 8 at 
Wichita Orpheum Theatre with the 
youth themselves as the first to see the 
completed, high energy super hero 
themed film. “It was fun to see myself,” 
said Josh Mahon, aka Batman. Josh’s 
mother, Lucy also attended, “I’m so 
grateful for these opportunities for Josh 
through Rainbows. What a wonderful 
film.” 

A social media campaign featuring 
WichitaHeroProject.com has launched 
with a goal of $1 million to be raised in 
support of Rainbows’ Camp Woodchuck. 
“We wanted to do more than just Like 
or Share the video. We want this unique 
experience to give kids with special 
needs confidence and joy,” said Meghan 

Polk, volunteer organizer. “The project 
is designed to also raise funds for the 
Camp.” 

“I love being part of something that 
is both empowering as well as gives 
back to the community in a big 
way,” said Jake Ramstack, volunteer 
organizer. “Once we partnered our 
idea with Rainbows to help fund Camp 
Woodchuck, we knew we were on to 
something. It was inspiring seeing how 
the kids responded to being in front of 
the camera.”   

Hayley Lunn, an occupational therapist 
who has always wanted to be a part of 
the lives of children with special needs 
said “The filming of this movie was so 
much fun for the kids and for all of us 
seeing it come together.” 

“Wichita Hero Project has been an 
experience like none other,” said Justin 
McClure. “It’s one that we are proud to 
be a part of in our own community.”

“We have a long way to go to reach 
this aggressive goal,” said John 
DeCesaro, Rainbows’ Board member 
and Communications Committee 
Chair. “If 2,000 people will give $500 
or 10,000 people give $100 we can 
get there.”

Giving is easy at Rainbows’ Facebook 
page or WichitaHeroProject.com.

Wichita Hero Project 
Premiere at the Orpheum


