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helping children is always in” so the 
theme, while revealed a little differently 
each year, is shaped around fashion 
and the children and families served by 
Rainbows. 

We are fortunate to have outstanding 
Fashion Passion Chairs. This year Marty 
and Jenae Cornejo are Event Chairs 
with George and Jocelyne Laham as 
Honorary Chairs. Each year these Chairs 
bring a new energy and creative ways 
to help make Fashion Passion different 
but always successful. We appreciate 
the services provided by Ron Allen as 
Auctioneer and Michael Schwanke with 
KWCH as the evening emcee. 

We cannot forget the many volunteers 
and staff who make Fashion Passion 
possible – from the Friends of the 
Heart who meet regularly to plan the 
event to the more than one hundred 
volunteers and staff who make Fashion 
Passion a reality. This is all done while 
keeping control of expenses so that 
children receive the best bang from the 
buck as possible. Expenses are kept to 
approximately 10% of the event’s gross 
revenues, due to the support of many 
community partners. 

I hope you can join us at Fashion Passion 
this year. It is a wonderful way to kick-off 
the holiday season while helping fund 
services for children with special needs 
and their families in both Butler and 
Sedgwick Counties. 

Deb Voth, President

When asked to serve as the 2018 Fashion 
Passion Chairs, Marty and Jenae Cornejo 
said “Yes”, without hesitation. They have 
attended the event for many years and were 
familiar with Rainbows’ services, but it was 
the family aspect that sparked their passion. 
Marty and Jenae value the important role 
that parents have in raising children to be 
the best they can be. “That’s what I love 
about Rainbows,” says Jenae, “they focus 
on helping children with special needs 
and their families, teaching parents’ ways 
to build their child’s skills. Raising a family 
is hard, and Rainbows provides the extra 
guidance parents need to support their 
child with special needs.”

Letter from the President
Marty and Jenae CornejoThis year the 14th 

Fashion Passion 
event is November 
16, 2018, at the 
Textron Aviation 
Activity Center. 
Many things 
go into making 
Fashion Passion 
successful. 
The required 

elements for any special event are having 
a meaningful cause, obtaining a great 
event venue with the right audio-visual 
equipment and elegant atmosphere, 
securing sponsorships, developing a 
creative theme, engaging speakers and 
hosts who are inspirational, providing a 
fun and memorable event to attendees, 
organizing around a group of committed 
volunteers and staff, and controlling 
expenses so the majority of the funds 
raised really do go to services. Fashion 
Passion has it all. 

Rainbows’ cause is annually serving 
more than 3,200 children with special 
needs and their families through eleven 
different programs. Fashion Passion 
makes up approximately 42% of our 
annual fundraising goal to support our 
mission. What better venue can you 
have than the Textron Aviation Activity 
Center? It is a beautiful place that is stylish 
with updated audio-visual equipment. 
In addition, the Textron staff are so 
supportive. Fashion Passion is privileged 
to have more than 67 sponsors along with 
Bradley Fair, Cox Communications and All 
Metal Recycling as presenting sponsors. 
Our Fashion Passion byline is “because Marty and Jenae with grandson Marty  

and granddaughter Camdyn.

“We are honored to serve Fashion Passion 
as Chairs and raise as much money as 
possible for the kids and families who need 
Rainbows’ services,” said Marty.  Fashion 
Passion will take place on Friday, November 
16th at Textron Aviation Activity Center.  
Tickets are $150 and can be purchased at 
RainbowsUnited.org/fashionpassion.
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Being a member of a family with a child 
with special needs means experiencing 
challenges and opportunities other families 
may not encounter.  Thirteen year old Amber 
is the oldest of six children in the Tra family.  
Amber has Smith-Magenis Syndrome, 
with learning disabilities and behavioral 
problems.  Amber’s mother, Katy, said “For 
our family, Rainbows fills a need that lets our 
family feel more normal. Amber gets to feel 
more like the other kids because she has her 
own activity outside of home.”  

While Amber attends public school, her five 
siblings are homeschooled.  “Rainbows helps 
with this, too! Amber’s brothers and sisters 

love her, but it can be a challenge to have 
her around during the school day,” explained 
Katy. “When she is home, Amber will often 
take my attention away from the other 
children or she will disrupt their activities.  
We are able to finish up the school day while 
Amber is at Rainbows’ latchkey.” 

Amber attends the latchkey program and 
Camp Woodchuck. “I love how Amber has 
become more active.  At Rainbows, there 
are so many opportunities for activities and 
interactions,” said Katy. “Amber is delightful.  
She is so fun to be with and makes her 
favorite people feel pretty special.  She has a 
lot of favorite people!” 

Amber’s dad, Frank, is a cancer pharmacist and 
author. Frank recently published a picture book 
that features the Tra children as characters.  
Masterpiece Robot and the Ferocious Valerie 
Knick-Knack is a fun story about siblings 
playing and imagining together.  Amber’s 
alter-ego in the book is the Ferocious Valerie 
Knick-Knack. A copy of this special book in the 
Rainbows’ Kids’ Point children’s library. 

Family Spotlight: Amber Tra

Amber Tra (pictured far right) and her family. 
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Volunteer Profile: Kimberly Joachims

Central Kansas Community Foundation Awards

Kimberly Joachims has dedicated 
countless hours of her time toward 
helping Rainbows be successful in 
serving children and youth with 
disabilities.  Kimberly has been a 
member of Friends of the Heart, a 
volunteer group dedicated to enriching 
the lives of children with special needs 
through volunteerism, friend raising and 
fundraising, for the past 13 years and is 
the driving force behind all the logistics 
at Fashion Passion.  “Kimberly coordinates 
all aspects of the runway show, making 
it an unforgettable experience for the 
guests, models, retailers and vendors.  It’s 
a lot to juggle in one night, but Kimberly 
does a great job,” said Angela Kessler, Vice 
President of Development.     

Rainbows staff attended Central 
Kansas Community Foundation awards 
ceremonies in July and August. The 
Foundation’s Butler County affiliate 
awarded $750 from the K.T. Wiedemann 
Children’s Fund of Butler County for Bright 
Beginnings staff training on using the 
Modified Checklist for Autism in Toddlers. 
Rainbows received its first award from 
the Kids FUNd grant cycle, made possible 
by the L. Marie Haun Charitable Fund for 
Children, for “Strengthening Parenting of 
Children with Special Needs.” The $3,000 
grant will be used to pay for the 11,000 
miles traveled by Bright Beginnings’ social 
worker throughout Butler County and 
related office expense.  

Kimberly has a true passion for helping 
others.  “I love working on Fashion Passion 
because I know it directly benefits the 
kids of Rainbows,” said Kimberly. “It’s all 
about the kids!”  Kimberly and her husband 
Chad have two children, Macy and Brody.  
They are involved with their church and 
spend time doing random acts of kindness 
for others.  Thank you Kimberly for your 
dedication to Rainbows! 

Both grants fulfill Rainbows’ obligation to 
secure local match dollars for our Infant/
Toddler Services grant through the Kansas 
Department of Health and Environment. 

Angie Tatro, Exective Director, Central Kansas 
Community Foundation presents to Angela 

Kessler, Vice President of Development, Rainbows. 

Kimberly Joachims and her family. 


