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Canvas

Every August, 
Rainbows hosts 
an “All Staff” 
meeting for our 
employees to 
come together 
and celebrate 
the events of the 
prior year and 
look toward the 

future. Our theme was Super Heroes 
because our staff accomplish amazing 
feats and leap over high obstacles 
on a daily basis to enhance the lives 
of children with special needs and 
their families by bringing together 
community resources and providing 
customized services. 

Staff enjoyed an array of speakers 
starting with our own Board Members 
sharing why they serve on Rainbows’ 
Board of Directors. Gavin Kreidler, 
Rainbow’s contracted lobbyist, shared 
with staff how a bill goes through the 
legislative process. With Gavin’s help 
we were able to work with Legislators 
in increasing funding for the tiny-k 
statewide system. Kevin Bomhoff and 
Jennifer Pacic with WSU’s Community 
Engagement Institute led staff through 
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several exercises to help them see their 
role in our Strategic Plan for the next 
three years. Staff from United Way of the 
Plains helped us start our internal United 
Way campaign. We have a fun time 
raising money for United Way.  
 
Richard Vogt with High Touch brought 
everyone up to speed on where we are 
with the implementation of myEvolv, 
the comprehensive program software 
we have been building. Our Go Live 
date for myEvolv is November 1. It will 
be a big learning curve for everyone 
but well worth it, allowing us to access 
information more efficiently and 
providing families a portal for them 
to easily communicate with staff and 
access information about their children. 

As you can see, by emphasizing one 
of our ten Guiding Principles “Being 
resourceful in finding solutions through 
intelligent decision making and 
determination”, we have accomplished 
much. I am excited what we will do this 
year! I hope you will join us by your 
continued support. 

 
Deb Voth, President

The Rainbows United Charitable 
Foundation (RUCF) was established in 
2003 to ensure the next generation of 
children can access the many high-quality 
services for which Rainbows is known.   

Rainbows partners with Wichita 
Community Foundation for the investment 
of endowed gifts, which provides ongoing 
income to the Agency. Income from 
endowed funds supports Rainbows’ 
ongoing operations and existing services 
despite fluctuations in other established 
funding streams.  

Please consider contributing to Rainbows’ 
endowment fund. Gifts of any amount can 
be made year-round, ensuring children 
with special needs and their families will 
be able to depend on Rainbows for vital 
services for generations to come.  

Letter from the President

Support Rainbows Future
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Volunteering at Rainbows impacts not 
only children with special needs and their 
families, but it also changes the life of the 
volunteer.  “I enjoy every minute I spend 
volunteering and am always looking for 
the next event to sign up for because it 
brings me pure joy to see the smiles on 
all of those kids’ faces,”  said Mary Ellis. 
“You can’t help but just feel joy every time 
you’re around them.” 

Mary first became involved with Rainbows 
at last year’s Rainbows Run.  Because she 
lives in Butler County, she said the event 
holds a special place in her heart knowing 
that all the proceeds go to children and 
families in Butler County. 

Since May, Mary has been a volunteering 
force.  She volunteered at most of the 

Camp Woodchuck events, helping to set 
up tables and chairs, decorate rooms, 
serve treats, and applying temporary 
tattoos. One of her favorite camp events 
was the Talent Show. “It was so amazing 
and heartwarming to see all of the kids 
having so much fun dancing and singing 
with not a care in the world,” she said. “It 
was also so awesome to see the staff who 
care so much about each and every one 
of the kids. The bonds they are formed are 
just amazing to watch.”  
As a working mother, Mary knows how 
hard it can be to make it to every event at 
their kids’ schools. Because of this, Muffins 
with Moms especially touched her heart. 
Mary was the first person to sign up to 
volunteer at this early morning child care 
event. “I had the pleasure to go sit in with 

a little boy whose mom couldn’t make it 
and it just melted my heart,” she smiled. “I 
know as a mom I would love to know that 
there was someone kind enough to just sit 
and have a muffin with my babies because I 
couldn’t be there.”

Most recently, Mary volunteered at the 
Hampel Luau and has already committed 
to volunteering at Fashion Passion in 
November.

Volunteers Make a Difference 

Joni Carson and Mary Ellis, both with Sunflower 
Bank, volunteer at Peter Hampel’s Luau 2018.

Loaned Executives from United 
Way of the Plains learning about 
programs and services at Rainbows. 

United We Fight. United We Win.
2018
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Steve Cox, Cox Machine

John DeCesaro, Fidelity Bank
Sue Doonan, Community Volunteer

Stephanie Galichia, Community Volunteer
Pat Gearhart, Bank SNB

Julie Gentile, Community Volunteer
Coleen Jennison, Cox Communications
Michelle Lohmeier, Spirit Aerosystems
Pete McKernan, Community Volunteer
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Grant Stannard, Stannard Construction
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In August, Loaned Executives from United Way of 
the Plains spent time at Rainbows learning about 
our programs and services. Prior to the United 
Way Campaign, Loaned Executives spend time at 
United Way funded agencies to experience firsthand 
the important services agencies provide to our 
community.  

Rainbows receives funding from the United Way 
of the Plains to support three programs; Quality 
Specialized Childcare, Developmental Assessments 
and Evaluations, and Targeted Case Management.  
Loaned Executives toured Kids’ Point where they met 
children impacted by these programs and spent time 
volunteering in a toddler classroom.  
 
Rainbows is a gracious recipient of United Way 
funds. Support from the United Way of the Plains 
allows Rainbows to link vulnerable children in our 
community to progress that changes the course of 
their lives forever. 

Sponsorships available 
Time is limited to secure your 
sponsorship at one of Wichita’s 
premier fundraising events – Fashion 
Passion.  All of the proceeds from 
Fashion Passion support Rainbows 
comprehensive service programs for 
children with special needs.  Contact 
Angela Kessler, VP of Development, 
for sponsorship opportunities:  
316.558.3482 or akessler@rui.org.


