
As many of you know, Rainbows United is 
fortunate to have an outstanding engaged Board 
of Directors. They care deeply about Rainbows’ 
Mission, staff, children and families we serve, and 
the overall stability of the organization. We recently 
reviewed our By-Laws and a recommendation 
to make the Board Chair a two year term was 
approved. Individuals who have been Rainbows’ 
Board Chair feel like they are just getting to know 
the inner workings of the agency as their first year 
is coming to an end. Because of that and wanting to 

be responsible stewards, the Board voted unanimously to make the Chair 
office a two year term. How fortunate we are to have Board Members so 
committed to advancing Rainbows’ Mission in a responsible fiduciary 
manner!

Rainbows’ Annual Meeting was December 12, 2017. It was a time to 
celebrate successes from the past year as well as recognizing Rainbows’ 
45th Birthday. Gail Johnson began his second year as Chair. Janeen 
Hughes was elected Chair-Elect and will serve as Chair beginning 
December 2018.  Other officers elected include Jeff Jabara as Treasurer, 
and Lisa Farris as Secretary. You can find our FY2017 Annual Report online. 

It is that time of year when all of us are receiving end of the year requests 
for money to support so many worthy not for profit organizations. As 
you open and read each of these, I hope you will consider supporting 
Rainbows’ Annual Campaign.  Rainbows depends more and more upon 
private fundraising in order to provide critical services to more than 3,200 
children and their families annually.

Merry Christmas and Happy Holidays!

Deb Voth, President
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Annual Meeting celebrates 2017

Deb Voth, President

Technology Task Force Members
Above: Gail Johnson, Tina Beems, Debbie Mai, Jason Cox, Wayne Huxman, Audra 
Kenneson, Deb Voth. Members not present: Chris Farris, Katherine Geren, Pat 
Wilson, Meredith Olson, Hale Ritchie

At our Annual meeting we recognized a special group of people who 
helped Rainbows research, evaluate and review client management 
software. Each gave of their time and talents, heart and soul by coming 
up with more than 30 software options, conducting interviews with 
vendors, participating in webinars plus on-site demonstrations.
 
They helped determine our needs and understand our current processes 
for taking children from their first entry point to their exit of services. 
Because of their work with Rainbows’ Coordinators, they helped spark 
the dream of a better client management system. It is because they 
dived in and gave of their talents and outside perspectives that we are 
where we are with the technology project today.

Technology Task Force

Earlier this year, Stormy got married to her best friend, Austin. It was a 
special day of celebration, but one that her parents weren’t sure would 
ever transpire when she was an infant. “At three months old we were 
told she might never walk or talk,” said her father, Bill. Stormy began 
receiving therapy services through Rainbows in 1994 and she made 
noticeable progress, walking and talking by age three. Her father credits 
Rainbows for helping them dream about the unknown future.

Your generosity makes the next 45 years possible for children, like 
Stormy, served through Rainbows every day. Help us fulfill our vision by 
making a meaningful gift.

Visit rainbowsunited.org/donate to learn more and give today. 

Kansas Community Tax Credits 
Thank you for supporting Rainbows through this program. We 
were able to close out 2017 by raising $400,000 through tax credits 
towards the technology project. 

The Little Things

Pictured above: Chris & Bill Snyder, Stormy Goodale. In November, Stormy and her 
parents had a chance to visit Rainbows and share her story. 
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The Linda Weir-Enegren Legacy Society 
award designation honors all lifetime 
donors of $250,000 or more and is the 
highest honor we can bestow on any donor 
or volunteer. 

This year’s recipient is Hampel Oil, Hampel 
Leasing and the entire Hampel Family. Over 
the past 10 years the Hampel Luau has 
raised more than $336,000 for the children 
of Rainbows. Thank you from the bottom 
of our hearts for making a difference in this 
way. 

Children birth through age 5 will receive 
free developmental screenings and get 
connected to community resources through 
Connecting Point, thanks to the great folks 
at Mort’s Martini and Cigar Bar. On Saturday, 
August 5, a golf tournament, dinner and 
auction were held. Food was provided by 
Wagonmasters, and $11,500 was raised for 
Connecting Point.

Connecting Point is a project of Sedgwick 
County Early Childhood Coordinating 
Council. The professionals at Connecting 
Point provide information and referrals 
for young children, answer questions and 
share schedules for monthly developmental 
screening clinics. A wealth of information 
awaits you through Connecting Point.

To schedule a free developmental screening 
for a young child, call 316.267.3535
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Board of Directors

Chair Gail Johnson, INTRUST Bank
Past Chair Josh Umbehr, MD, AtlasMD 

Chair Elect Janeen Hughes, Emprise Bank
Secretary Lisa Farris, Community Volunteer

Treas. Jeff Jabara, Community Volunteer

Vera Bothner, Bothner & Bradley, Inc.
Steve Cox, Cox Machine

John DeCesaro, Fidelity Bank
Sue Doonan, Community Volunteer

Stephanie Galichia, Community Volunteer
Pat Gearhart, Bank SNB 

Coleen Jennison, Cox Communications
Michelle Lohmeier, Spirit Aerosystems
Pete McKernan, Community Volunteer

Meredith Olson, Koch Companies
Gary Proffitt, Community Volunteer 
Hale Ritchie, Community Volunteer

Daniel Sabol, Bank of America
Grant Stannard, Stannard Construction

Jim Walters, Textron Aviation

Rainbows United Charitable Foundation 
Board of Directors

Chair Steve Cox, Cox Machine 
Past Chair Grant Stannard, Stannard Const.

Vice Chair Helen Healy, Community Volunteer
Secretary Stephanie Galichia, Comm. Volunteer

Treasurer Janeen Hughes, Emprise Bank
Patricia O’Sullivan, Wichita State  University

Hale Ritchie, Community Volunteer
Steve Yager, Community Volunteer

Annabel Bentley won the 2017 Prism Award 
that honors a Rainbows’ staff member. 
Annabel is a team leader, setting a good 
example in the classroom, and getting to 
know a child’s entire family. As Annabel 
helps her Pre-K class learn skills they will 
need for next year in kindergarten, it is clear 
that she has a gift for helping preschoolers 
develop self-regulation. 

Annabel has been willing to address the 
individual needs of multiple children with 
challenging behaviors, trying new things 
and collaborating with the Mental Health 
Specialist. She brings out the best in these 
children and gratitude in their parents. 
We are in awe of her determination, her 
intuitiveness and creativity.

In her teaching role, she embodies Rainbows’ 
guiding principles of treating children 

with dignity, respect and compassion; she is 
consistently positive, recognizes children’s 
success, and celebrates their achievements. 
Many Rainbows’ staff members can attest 
to Annabel’s character and contributions to 
Rainbows. “She is truly a joy to see interacting 
with children and families.”

Prism Award Honors Pre-K Teacher

Kelly Graf & Textron Aviation were 
recognized for Kelly’s work negotiating a 
contract for our new data management 
software, Netsmart, on Rainbows’ behalf. 
Kelly is a Purchasing Specialist at Textron 
Aviation and she has a cousin who received 
Rainbows’ services.

Not only did Kelly read through and red line 
pages and pages of contract jargon with 
Rainbows’ best interests in mind, she also 
saved more than $80,000 by negotiating the 
contract. 

We are more than grateful for her
time and talents.

Donor Profile 

Breaking the Mold 

Linda Weir Enegren 
Legacy Society

Pictured above: Nate & Julie Hampel, Nancy & Ed 
Hampel

Pictured above: Brent Wasson, Matt Sheets, Deb Voth, 
Cayla Wasson, Emma Russell.


