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Deb Voth

almost a dollar, to $14.03 per hour. 
However, Rainbows’ average actual 
cost to provide the services is $25 
per hour. Since Rainbows is one of 
only two agencies in our community 
who provides this service, the 
demand and need is great! 

Your ongoing support by helping 
make up the significant difference 
between our cost and the 
reimbursement we receive is critical 
in continuing these services. Often it 
is this service that helps families be 
successful in keeping their children 
at home with them.

Best Wishes,

Deb

One of the 11 services 
Rainbows provides 
is Family Support 
Services. This means 
we have staff going 
into homes at any 
time of the day to 
provide care for 
children and youth 

so families can work, go to school, 
attend activities for their other 
children or just have a much 
needed break from the 24/7 care 
that many of the children take.

During COVID when schools were 
online only, Rainbows’ staff were 
often in the homes helping with 
school work as most of the children 
and youth were not able to work

online independently.

Working from home and helping 
your children learn online is a 
challenge for any family, but imagine 
having a child with a significant 
disability. How do you begin to work 
around that? 

The main funding for Family 
Support Services comes through 
a Medicaid Waiver for individuals 
with Intellectual and Developmental 
Disabilities. The Kansas Legislature 
and Governor Kelly just approved an 
increase of 7% for Fiscal Year 2022 
in the rate Rainbows is able to bill 
for providing these Services. This is 
helpful and we are very appreciative 
of their support. 

The billing rate will increase by

5th graders support Rainbows with project
As part of a school project at 
Wichita Collegiate School, 5th 
graders Evie Ritchie and Julia 
Walenta knew just what they 
wanted to do – sell spa gift bags 
and donate a portion of their 
proceeds to Rainbows. 

“I’m very proud of their ingenuity, 
how they worked together to get 
their costs down so they could have 
more profit to donate,” said Carolyn 
Ritchie, Evie’s mom. 

The girls had to develop a business 
concept, shop for supplies, track 
costs, and package the gift bags.  
They also had to set-up a booth and 
sell their spa gift bags at the school 
Entrepreneurial Fair.   

“The project was a lot of work, 
but it felt good to help the kids at 
Rainbows,” said Evie Ritchie. 

Thank you Julia and Evie for 
supporting children with special 
needs through your efforts!

Thank you Dunkin’ and Joy in Childhood Foundation for your investment in Rainbows and Camp Woodchuck.  Because of you, kids at Camp will have healthy snacks this summer!
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Parents trust Rainbows for Child Care

Volunteer Update
On April 24, Rainbows kicked off 
our first volunteer event in over 
14 months with volunteers from 
Wesley Medical Center and a 
group of Boy Scouts from Troop 
520! 

The Boy Scouts repaired, sanded 
and stained benches built by 
former Eagle Scout candidates 
for our Kids’ Point backyard.  

The Wesley Medical Center 
employees and their families 
prepared our raised garden beds 
in anticipation of Rainbows’ 
children planting their summer 
vegetable garden.  

Thank you to all our volunteers – 
it’s great to have you back.

The Reichenberger family has been 
part of the Rainbows’ family for 7 
years. “All three of the kids, Henry (7), 
Owen (5), and Quinn (2), started with 
Rainbows from 3 months on, and we 
anticipate they will be there through 
pre-K,” said Megan, the children’s 
mother. “Rainbows has been a 
second family to us.  They have loved 
our kiddos and helped them grow.”

“When I was looking for a daycare 
with my first baby, Rainbows was 
only recently opening up the baby 
room,” said Megan. “I took a tour and 
it was a fit for us right away.”

“Everyone at Rainbows is wonderful 
– there is something special about 
walking through the door and 
people knowing my kids by name 

even when they aren’t in the room 
with them,” said Megan. “Lance and 
I are able to go to work each day 
knowing that our kids are loved 
and cared for in a safe environment 
at Rainbows.  Having comfort in 
knowing the staff there has our 
backs and want the best for our kids 
makes it easier for us to leave them.”
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“From the beginning Charlesetta, 
para-educator, was a favorite – and 
made it so easy for us to drop our 
little ones off because we knew 
she loved them,” said Megan. “I 
have a video of some of Henry’s 
first steps and Miss Charlesetta is in 
the background cheering him on 
– when we play it he knows it’s her 
voice right away and he hasn’t been 
at Rainbows for a couple of years.”

“The whole Reichenberger family 
are some of the most kindhearted 
people I’ve met,” said Lead Teacher 
Autumn Hutchison.
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