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Each year at the 
beginning of August 
we host an All Staff 
meeting in order 
to share the latest 
updates about 
Rainbows and answer 
questions staff might 

have. We had the meeting virtually 
instead of in-person as originally 
planned due to the increased cases 
of COVID. 

Here are some highlights:

• Technology continues to be very 
important in keeping services 
available to children and families. 

• Through the help of COVID funds, 
the equipment needed to help staff 
work remotely has been invaluable. 

• With the help of our Board 
Member Chuck Passannante and 
the Textron Aviation IT Department, 
a cybersecurity review of our 
system was performed. They were 
complimentary and provided 
suggestions on how to improve.

• Recently our Infant/Toddler staff 
in Butler, Sedgwick, and Sumner 
Counties received hot spots so 
they can connect with the Wi-Fi 
while making home visits in the 
community. 

• In-home Camp Woodchuck served 
48 families in homes this summer.

• Volunteers continue to support 
Rainbows even with COVID 
restrictions by working on outdoor 
projects or completing projects that 
could be picked up and performed 
off-site. 

• We have added a new position for a 
Mental Health Specialist for Butler 
and Sumner Counties. This position 
is being funded from the Wings for 
Dreams event in 2019. 

• Rainbows will celebrate its 50th 
Birthday in 2022.

• Rainbows’ Board of Directors 
continues to give strong support 
and guidance.

While it has been a challenging 
past 18 months, Rainbows staff 
continued to provide vital services 
and continuity for our children with 
special needs and their families. 

We have gradually brought some 
employees back into our facilities 
and started back to most of our 
face-to-face services this past 
summer. We will continue to 
be cautious and monitor the 
environment in making decisions. 

Thank you for continuing to support 
Rainbows United. 

Deb Voth

The Canvas
September 2021

Retirees and 
Qualified Charitable 

Distributions

Letter from the President

If you’re close to age 70, (or 
already there) be sure you are 
familiar with qualified charitable 
distributions (QCD) which 
involves a direct payment from 
an IRA to an eligible charity like 
Rainbows.  Any donation sent 
directly from your IRA funds to a 
nonprofit is never taxed. 

So, instead of withdrawing 
from your IRA, paying 17-27 
cents (or more) on each dollar 
in combined federal and state 
taxes, then donating 73-83 cents 
to Rainbows, 100 cents of your 
dollar goes directly to Rainbows 
using a QCD! 

Plus, a QCD is an excellent way 
to reduce taxes, even if you take 
the standard deduction on your 
federal tax forms.  Be sure to talk 
to your financial planner today 
about how QCD can work for 
your charitable giving.

Rainbows is not engaged in 
rendering legal or tax advice.  
Legal counsel or advice from a 
certified financial planner should 
be sought when considering 
giving options.  



2021 Board of Directors
 

Chair Jim Walters, Community Volunteer
Past Chair Janeen Hughes, INTRUST  Wealth
 Secretary Lisa Farris, Community Volunteer

Treasurer Gail Johnson, Community Volunteer

Vera Bothner, Bothner & Bradley, Inc.
Steve Cox, Cox Machine

Sue Doonan, Community Volunteer
Sherii Farmer, Evergy 

Stephanie Galichia, Community Volunteer
Pat Gearhart, Simmons Bank

Julie Gentile, Community Volunteer
Coleen Jennison, Cox Communications

Michelle Lohmeier, Community Volunteer
Pete McKernan, Community Volunteer

Meredith Olson, Koch Industries
Chuck Passannante, Textron Aviation
Gary Proffitt, Community Volunteer
Hale Ritchie, Community Volunteer

Rainbows United Charitable Foundation 
Board of Directors

Chair Steve Cox, Cox Machine 
Vice Chair Helen Healy, Community Volunteer

Secretary Stephanie Galichia, Comm. Volunteer
Treasurer Janeen Hughes, INTRUST Wealth
Patricia O’Sullivan, Wichita State University

Hale Ritchie, Community Volunteer
Steve Yager, Kirby Yager Financial

 

Breaking the Mold
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Thank you to Mid-America Orthopedics for volunteering at Rainbows. 
Employees brought their children and spent a Saturday morning working 
together, talking about Rainbows’ children and the importance of giving 
back to the community. Families pruned trees, picked up LOTS of branches, 
weeded the playground and stained fences, and as one young man said, 
“This was actually fun.”

Thanks to the generous 
support of our donors, 
partners, volunteers and 
attendees, the 13th Annual 
Peter Hampel’s Luau raised 
over $55,700 for the 
children and families of 
Rainbows.

Free Developmental 
Screenings for children birth 
to five years old. 

The screening is a way to check a 
child’s general development, 
hearing, vision, speech/language 
and behavior. 

Westlink Church of Christ 10025 W. 
Central: September 9, October 14, 
November 4, December 9

WSU Speech Language Hearing 
Clinic 5015 E. 29th Street North: 
September 17, October 22, 
November 12, December 10

For an appointment call 
Connecting Point 316.267.3535.

By Wichita Public Schools & Rainbows 
United, Inc. in cooperation with 
Connecting Point


