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What a year FY2022 
was!  Our dedicated 
and talented team 
of professionals 
provided services 
to more than 
3,700 children 
in Sedgwick, 
Butler, and 
Sumner Counties, 

celebrated 50 years of Rainbows’ 
history, bid farewell to our beloved 
President Deb Voth as she retired, 
and held a record-breaking Fashion 
Passion fundraiser. All of this, among 
many other successful Rainbows’ 
activities, demonstrates our 
commitment to our community and 
those we serve.

What does the next 50 years hold for 
Rainbows?  Our Board of Directors 
and Executive Leadership Team are 
participating in a Strategic Planning 
process to guide the way for the 
next 3-5 years. In preparation we’ve 
done an in-depth program and 
financial analysis on the last three 
years of services.  We’re excited 
to examine how we’ve evolved 
and where we are headed as we 
continue our mission of enhancing 
the lives of children with special 
needs and their families. I’m honored 
to be serving in the role of president 
as we embark on this process and 
implement the initiatives identified 
to move Rainbows forward.

Thank you to our outgoing Board 
of Directors’ Chair, Jim Walters. 
Jim has been a wealth of knowledge 
and support as he’s led the Board 
and Agency over the last two years. 
Welcome to our incoming Chair, Pat 
Gearhart, Simmons Bank President. 
Pat is returning to the Chair seat, as he 
served in this role in the past and will 
serve again in 2023 and 2024.  We look 
forward to his expertise and support 
as we navigate into the future.

We are grateful for those who allow 
us to thrive – children and families 
served, donors, Board members, staff, 
volunteers, and community partners.  
You share our vision and make it 
possible for us to continue to provide 
vital services.  Thank you for your 
dedication and generous support.

Gay Kimble, President

January 2023

2023 Board of Directors 
Chair Pat Gearhart, Simmons Bank  

Immediate Past Chair Jim Walters, Community Volunteer
Secretary Lisa Farris, Community Volunteer

Treasurer Gail Johnson, Community Volunteer
Vera Bothner, Bothner & Bradley, Inc.

Steve Cox, Cox Machine
Cynthia Cross, Cox

Sue Doonan, Community Volunteer
Stephanie Galichia, Community Volunteer 

Julie Gentile, Community Volunteer
Janeen Hughes, INTRUST  Wealth

Pete McKernan, Community Volunteer
Chuck Passannante, Textron Aviation

Adam Pogue, Spirit AeroSystems
Gary Proffitt, Community Volunteer
Hale Ritchie, Community Volunteer

Claudia Yaujar-Amaro, AB&C Bilingual Resources, LLC

Rainbows United Charitable 
Foundation Board of Directors

Chair Steve Cox, Cox Machine
Vice Chair Helen Healy, Community Volunteer

Secretary Stephanie Galichia, Community Volunteer
Treasurer Janeen Hughes, INTRUST Wealth

Hale Ritchie, Community Volunteer
Steve Yager, Kirby Yager Financial
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Employee Prism 
Award honors 
Maria Magno

Rainbows 
United 
provides 
skilled staff 
in our child 
care center 
who are 
experienced 
in caring 
for children 
with special 

health care needs, challenging 
behavior, and developmental 
delays. Our ability to address the 
needs of these children, provide a 
safe environment, individualized 
instruction, and promote their 
development across multiple 
domains including social-emotional 

development, fills a need in our 
community. Our childcare licensing 
requires us to staff each classroom 
with a credentialed teacher plus one 
paraprofessional. We provide a higher 
ratio of staff to children, a teacher 
plus two paraprofessionals, in each 
of our five classrooms, to be able to 
adequately care for children with 
special needs. The ability to provide 
these additional paraprofessionals 
has been made possible through a 
$45,000 grant from the Lattner Family 
Foundation. 

Rainbows is grateful to Lattner 
Family Foundation for their support 
of our Early Care and Education 
Program.

In December, Deb 
Voth was honored as 
the newest member 
of the Linda Weir 
Enegren Legacy 
Society.  

Throughout her 
career, Deb has 
been an advocate 
for children with 
special needs and 
their families. She has 
been instrumental 
in working with State and local 
lawmakers. 

As former President of Rainbows 
Deb made it her quest to discover 
funding sources to make programs 
whole and she did it all by building 

relationships across many aisles. 
She’s a fighter, a passionate leader 
and a dedicated champion for 
children. Deb’s name has been 
added to the recognition plaque in 
the lobby of Kids’ Point. 

Congratulations Deb!

Since 1999 
Maria has 
devoted her 
career to 
Rainbows. 
She has 
served in 
various 
roles in 
Rainbows’ 
early care and education centers, first 
at Uptown Kids, then at Ritchie Family 
Center, Kids’ Cove, and now at Kids’ 
Point. 
 
“Maria makes our program 
successful,” says Michelle Croomes, 
Early Care and Education 
Coordinator. “As the Para-facilitator, 
she is responsible for staffing all the 
classrooms on a daily basis. She is a 
calming influence on the paras and 
other staff.” 
 
Maria helped get us through the 
pandemic by coming to work every 
day, not knowing where or how she 
would be needed. Some days it was 
cooking for the children, other days 
it was working in the classroom or 
managing the front desk. 

The kids love Maria. They all know 
her because she helps in all of 
the classrooms and has a special 
relationship with each and every 
one of them.

Congratulations Maria!

Linda Weir Enegren Legacy Society

Left to right: Hale Ritchie, Board Member; Gay Kimble, President; Deb Voth, Former 
President; Linda Weir Enegren, Founder; Jim Walters, Board Chair.

Lattner Family Foundation Grant

Is your child meeting developmental milestones?
Success begins at an early age

Bright Beginnings

Anyone with a concern about their young child’s 
development can call for a free evaluation.

Butler County 316.320.1342  |  Sedgwick County 316.945.7117 
Sumner County 316.295.7855

Scan here
for more 
information.


